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SUBJ: SENEGALESE PRESIDENT SENGHOR VISIT TO DAMASCUS 

1. PRES SENGHOR VISITED DAMASCUS NOV 1-4, DURING 

WHICH HE HELD EXTENSIVE TALKS WITH SARG LEADERSHIP AND WAS 
ACCORDED FULL MEDIA COVERAGE. SENGHOR MET TWICE WITH 
PRES ASAD, ONCE WITH PLO CHAIRMAN ARAFAT, AND HELD NEWS 
CONFERENCE PRIOR TO DEPARTURE IN WHICH HE STATED ARAB- 
AFRICAN SUMMIT CONFERENCE WOULD BE HELD. HE WAS ABLE TO 
MUTE CRITICISM OF EGYPT AND SINAI ACCORD IN JOINT COMMUNIQUE. 

2. ASAD'S COMMENTS AT DINNER FOR SENGALESE LEADER BROKE 
NO NEW GROUND, STRESSING NEED FOR ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 
FROM OCCUPIED TERRITORIES AND RECOGNITION OF PALESTINIAN 
RIGHTS. IN REPLY SENGHOR REFERRED TO ARAB ISSUES AS WELL 
AS AFRICAN AND GENERAL THIRD WORLD TOPICS OF 
RACIALISM AND ESTABLISHMENT OF NEW INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM. HE URGED CREATION OF "INDEPENDENT 
STATE ON LAND OF PALESTINE" AND DIRECT DIALOGUE 
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3. IN PRESS CONFERENCE HELD MORNING NOV 4 SENGHOR 
NOTED THAT ARAB-AFRICAN SUMMIT CONFERENCE, TO BE 
ATTENDED BY ARAB AND OAU HEADS OF STATE, WOULD BE 
HELD IN FUTURE, ALTHOUGH DATE AND PLACE OF CONVERENCE 
NOT YET DETERMINED. AIM OF CONFERENCE, HE SAID, 

WOULD BE TO STRENGTHEN ARAB-AFRICAN COOPERATION. 
SENGHOR ALSO QUOTED IN PRESS CONFERENCE AS URGING 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SECULAR PALESTINIAN STATE WITH 
ARAB MAJORITY IN WHICH MUSLIMS, CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 
WOULD CO-EXIST. 

4. JOINT COMMUNIQUE (FBIS HAS TEXT) EXPRESSED FEAR OF 
"EXPLOSIVE SITUATION IN MIDDLE EAST, PARTICULARLY 
AFTER SIGNING OF SINAI AGREEMENT," AND DENOUNCED 
"IMPERIALIST ALLIANCE BETWEEN RACIST REGIMES IN 
AFRICA AND IMPERIALISM AND ZIONISM." IT ALSO 
"STRESSED THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF JUST AND LASTING 
PEACE CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED ON BASIS OF ISRAELI 
IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL WITHDRAWAL FROM ALL 
OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES AND RECOGNITION OF 
NATIONAL RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN ARAB PEOPLE, 

INCLUDING THEIR RIGHTS FOR REPATRIATION AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THEIR OWN STATE IN THEIR HOME- 
LAND." 

5. JOINT AGREEMENT FOR ECONOMIC, COMMERCIAL, 

CULTURAL AND ARTISTIC COOPERATION ON FIVE-YEAR 
RENEWABLE BASIS WAS SIGNED AT CONCLUSION OF VISIT. 

6. COMMENT: SYRIANS WOULD NO DOUBT HAVE PREFERRED 
STRONGER CONDEMNATION OF SINAI AGREEMENT AND MORE 
DIRECT EQUATION OF RACISM AND ZIONISM THAN THEY 
GOT FROM SENGHOR IN JOINT COMMUNIQUE. ACCORDING 

TO RADIO DAMASCUS' COVERAGE OF HIS PRESS CONFERENCE, 

HE DID SAY THERE THAT "ZIONISM IS A RACIST MOVEMENT 
AIMED AT EXPANSION." AS TO SINAI AGREEMENT, SENGHOR 
MAY HAVE FELT OVERLY SHARP CRITICISM OF EGYPT WOULD 
BE INCONSISTENT WITH ANNOUNCED SUMMIT CONFERENCE TO 
DISCUSS ARAB-AFRICAN COOPERATION. 
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